
Benelux responses to the questionnaire on

the Union Minister for Foreign Affairs 

I. The Minister's status within the Commission

In the view of the Benelux the Foreign Minister should be a full member of the Commission. This means that he has a voting right in all matters in the Commission and that he is part of the ‘college’. For these activities, the Foreign Minister is bound by the rules of collegiality and accountability towards the European Parliament.

The Foreign Minister’s term of office should coincide with the Commission’s term of office. Therefore, if the European Parliament adopts a motion of censure the full Commission, including Foreign Minister, should resign. The European Council may however reappoint the same person as Foreign Minister, in the new Commission.

In the view of the Benelux the Commission-President may request the Foreign Minister to resign. Such a request however may only be done after the European Council has approved such a request by QMV. In case of such a request, the Minister of Foreign affairs shall resign, and the European Council should, following the usual procedure, appoint a successor for the remainder of the term-of-office of the Commission.

Finally, the European Council has the right to end the tenure of the Foreign Minister by the same procedure.

For all situations, the Benelux holds the view that the ‘full’ Foreign Minister should resign, and not only the Commission’s or CFSP part of the Foreign Minister.

II. The Foreign Minister and the Foreign Affairs Council

During the Foreign Affairs Council the Commission is represented by the Commissioner whose portfolio includes the topic discussed.
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