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Rapportages Voorzitter Europese Raad: «Naar
een echte economische en monetaire unie»

BRIEF VAN DE MINISTER EN DE STAATSSECRETARIS VAN
BUITENLANDSE ZAKEN

Aan de Voorzitter van de Eerste Kamer der Staten-Generaal

Den Haag, 25 mei 2012

Hierbij bieden wij u aan, mede namens de minister-president, het verslag
van het informele diner dat Europese Raadsvoorzitter Van Rompuy op

23 mei jl. organiseerde voor de staatshoofden en regeringsleiders van de

Europese Unie.

De minister van Buitenlandse Zaken,
U. Rosenthal

De staatssecretaris van Buitenlandse Zaken,
H. P. M. Knapen
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Verslag van de informele diner Europese Raad van 23 mei 2012

Op woensdagavond 23 mei jl. vond een informeel diner plaats van de
Europese Raad. Deze was bijeengeroepen door voorzitter Van Rompuy
met als doel de Europese Raad van juni voor te bereiden. De voorzitter
wilde een gedachtewisseling over hoe de EU kan zorgen voor groei en
werkgelegenheid. Er zijn na afloop geen conclusies aangenomen.
Voorafgaand aan het diner was er een ontmoeting met de voorzitter van
het Europees Parlement de heer Schulz, speech bijgevoegd.

De staatshoofden en regeringsleiders hebben tijdens het diner allereerst
de aanpak van de financiéle crisis onderstreept: begrotingsdiscipline,
structurele hervormingen en versterking van het concurrentievermogen
zijn noodzakelijk om financiéle stabiliteit te waarborgen. De inzet van de
minister-president, namelijk dat groei en begrotingsdiscipline geen
tegenovergestelde waarden zijn, maar elkaar juist versterken, werd breed
ondersteund en door voorzitter Van Rompuy uitgedragen in zijn
persconferentie.

Ook is gesproken over drie pijlers waarlangs door lidstaten gewerkt zal
worden om groei te bevorderen: mobiliseren van beleid ter ondersteuning
van groei zoals belangrijke EU-wetgeving ter vervolmaking van de interne
markt; stimuleren van werkgelegenheid; en inzet van juiste instrumen-
tarium om economie te stimuleren met in begrip van beschikbare
financieringsinstrumenten als structuurfondsen en de EIB. Zoals eerder
afgesproken zal het EIB-bestuur in juni met voorstellen komen om de
financieringscapaciteit te vergroten voor projecten in Europa.

In de discussie hierover heeft de minister-president gezegd dat Nederland
bereid is met sommige voorstellen mee te gaan, zoals bijvoorbeeld de
recent afgesproken proeffase van projectobligaties, en het efficiénter
inzetten van structuurfondsen (zie ook hieronder bij Griekenland). Hij heeft
zich daarentegen kritisch uitgelaten over een mogelijke kapitaalophoging
van de EIB en zich onomwonden uitgesproken tegen euro-obligaties.
Nederland stond hierbij niet alleen. De bespreking gaf een nuttig inzicht in
de posities van de lidstaten. Hetzelfde gold voor de bespreking van de
versterking van de interne markt. Hier tekende zich een gemeenschappe-
lijke noemer af voor voortgang van het wetgevingspakket voor de interne
markt, de digitale agenda en het belang van implementatie van bestaande
wetgeving zoals de Diensten Richtlijn.

De minister-president heeft gewaarschuwd voor schuld-gefinancierde
groei en ingebracht dat Europa al een groeimotor heeft, namelijk de
interne markt. Hij heeft opgeroepen tot een oplossing van de zetelkwestie
voor het unitair octrooi en ruim baan gevraagd voor innovatie, onderzoek
& ontwikkeling. Ook heeft hij het belang benadrukt van versterking van de
positie van het midden - en klein bedrijf onder meer door vermindering
van administratieve lastendruk. En tenslotte heeft hij gewezen op het
bevorderen van de handel en het afsluiten van vrijhandelsakkoorden met
andere delen van de wereld, wat voor Nederland, als exportland, van
groot belang is.

Griekenland

Tevens is gesproken over Griekenland waarbij de staatshoofden en
regeringsleiders het belang hebben onderstreept dat Griekenland in de
Eurozone blijft en de eerder gemaakte afspraken nakomt. Daarnaast
hebben de staatshoofden en regeringsleiders hun eerdere toezegging
herhaald om bestaande Europese structuurfondsen in te zetten voor groei
en banencreatie in Griekenland. Voor alle duidelijkheid, het gaat hierbij
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niet om een verhoging van de structuurfondsen, maar over inzet van nog
niet gebruikte structuurfondsen.

Tot slot

Tot slot heeft voorzitter Van Rompuy herhaald dat hij, in nauwe samen-
werking met de voorzitter van de Europese Commissie en de voorzitter
van de Eurogroep in juni met een rapport zal komen met suggesties over
mogelijke versterking van de Economische Monetaire Unie. Hierom had
de Europese Raad vorig jaar in oktober verzocht.
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Ladies and gentlemen,

The European Parliament is delighted that you are meeting here today to
talk about ways of stimulating growth in Europe.

Since the start of the crisis in October 2008, 24 summits have been
convened, but today’s is the first to focus on growth.

This has created huge expectations, which you must meet — by taking
concrete decisions — by June at the latest.

A number of EU Member States are sliding ever deeper into recession,
and there is a danger that they will drag the rest of Europe with them.

It will take too long for the structural and budget consolidation measures
required to bear fruit and, at long last, make Europe more competitive.

In the meantime, the risk is that the economic and social repercussions of
austerity will tear Europe apart.

For that reason, we need growth now.

It is an encouraging sign for people and for the economy that you have
recognised this and convened a growth summit. Now, at last, rhetoric
must give way to action!

What Europe does not need, however, are vague declarations of intent.
What Europe needs now are practical measures.

And these must be on the table in time for the June Summit.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Last week | was in Athens and talked with pensioners, schoolchildren,
students and other ordinary Greek men and women.

It was important for me personally to do that, because | have the feeling
that we in Europe talk all the time about Greece, but hardly ever with the
Greeks themselves.

The message which | bring you from Greece is a simple one: the Greek
people are suffering, the Greek people are desperate.

Despite the painful sacrifices they have made, the Greeks can still see no
light at the end of the tunnel.

You, ladies and gentlemen, have it in your power today to send the Greek
people and other European nations suffering the effects of policies which
focus on austerity to the exclusion of all else a message of hope:

that they should not give up;

that all the sacrifices have not been in vain;

and that we are finally moving in the right direction again.

Because Europe is now setting itself a new goal: growth!

Ladies and gentlemen,

Many people in Greece are uneasy about the power exercised in an
anonymous, bureaucratic way by the Troika. This feeling is clear to
anyone visiting the country, and it is also giving rise to a misunder-
standing among the Greek people that the Troika’s plans amount to an
attempt to subjugate the country — and not an overwhelming act of
solidarity on the part of neighbouring peoples.

We must, at last, give our policies a human face. We must explain and
seek to win support for those policies. It is regrettable, in my view, that so
few senior EU politicians should have visited Greece over the last two
years.

Unfortunately, both in Greece and the rest of Europe too many people are
prepared to put their private interests ahead of the common good. To give
only one example, there are the wealthy Greeks who move their money
out of the country, in a blatant breach of their duty to show solidarity with
their fellow citizens.

I am convinced that we must tell people the truth.
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This is why | made the following clear to my discussion partners in
Athens:

Yes, the way ahead will be painful, because the impact of sacrifices
required will make itself be felt immediately, whereas the structural
reforms will bear fruit only at some time in the future.

Yes, the way ahead will be hard, but outside the euro it would be even
harder. And | would add one more thing: in Europe, the principle of pacta
sunt servanda applies. The Greek Government reached an agreement with
the Troika: aid payments in return for budgetary consolidation. If the next
Greek Government unilaterally reneges on that agreement, then other
governments will likewise no longer feel bound by it and will not approve
any further aid.

Some people in Greece are fostering the illusion that the country could
halt its debt repayments and structural reforms and, at the same time,
remain in the eurozone and continue to receive aid. They keep quiet about
the inevitable prospect of State bankruptcy and the incalculable risks and
social upheavals it would bring with it.

Ladies and gentlemen,

My conversations with young Greeks have moved me deeply. They are in
a similar situation to people of the same age in Spain or Italy.

They often have excellent qualifications, are multilingual and
open-minded. And yet they know that every second young person in their
country has no job. And even if they do find a job, very often the salary is
not enough to live on.

More than five million young people in Europe are unemployed.

This is jeopardising social cohesion.

This is jeopardising the European integration process.

This is jeopardising democracy in Europe.

We are failing to exploit the potential of the best-educated generation our
continent has ever had!

Only yesterday a young Greek woman wrote to me the following: «Many
of us keep quiet about our qualifications and language skills just in order
to get a job of some kind. (...) | am an EU citizen, | have a doctorate in
European studies, | speak four languages, two of which | can teach, and |
still can’t find a job. (...) Nevertheless | am optimistic and | believe in
Europe and in Greece».

Yesterday a young Spanish also wrote to me saying: «The feeling which
we in Spain have at the moment is that there is nothing left for us. Parents
in normal families are afraid of losing their jobs. We try to prepare
ourselves as well as we can so that we perform as well as we can in our
jobs. Jobs which we can’t even find. (...) The only message reaching us
from above is:

we need to make savings, we need to make cuts in the areas of training,
research and social insurance. (...) Give us a reason to hope!»

That is what young people in Europe today need: hope! At the moment,
however, they feel that we have let them down.

A young Spanish woman put the following question to me recently: You
found EUR 750 billion for the rescue mechanism, but how much money
can you find for us?

This generation is the future of Europe! It is our task to give them a future.
These young people are looking to us to reduce unemployment drasti-
cally.

Many good ideas have already been put forward concerning ways of
combating youth unemployment.

Eerste Kamer, vergaderjaar 20112012, 33 454, A 5



A job guarantee for school-leavers, such as already exists in some
Member States, could be introduced.

Apprenticeships could be created in close cooperation with the social
partners.

The Commission has put forward an interesting proposal in the form of
the European Employment Service - if it is to work, it needs your support.
European mobility must be improved by means of the more effective
mutual recognition of qualifications and by providing people with
language training.

Above all, if we are to secure the future of our young people we must put
the European economy back on a sound footing.

Today we, as the representatives of the peoples of Europe, are offering
you a pact under the terms of which, over the next 12 months, the three
EU institutions, the Council, Parliament and the Commission, would take
every possible short-term measure to stimulate growth, create jobs, put
an end to the credit squeeze and introduce fair tax systems.

It would also be a pact with ordinary Europeans to win back their
confidence in the ability of the EU institutions and the Member States to
take effective action. This is a project which must involve all 27 Member
States. You, ladies and gentlemen, decide how strong the EU is

— we can meet this challenge together.

Here are just three examples of action we could take together as part of a
growth pact: we could take measures to combat youth unemployment, to
promote renewable energies and to help small and medium-sized firms.

In its report on the economic crisis the European Parliament put forward

practical proposals on the funding side:

— project bonds to finance measures to modernise EU infrastructure and
investments in green technologies;

- measures to combat tax evasion and the introduction of a financial
transaction tax would generate additional revenue;

- new financing instruments, such as micro-loans and private-public
partnerships, could be introduced;

— the European Investment Bank’s lending capacity could be increased to
over EUR 10 billion.

The next multiannual financial framework is another vital component of
this strategy. We need an ambitious EU budget based on recognition of
the fact that, taken alone, the sums it contains represent no more than
one-hundredth of the economic output of the Member States, but that,
taken together, they make up the largest investment programme in
Europe.

A sensible EU budget represents an investment in our future:
Because it supplements the Member State budgets;

Because it generates European added value by providing a focus for
national efforts;

Because it stimulates growth in underdeveloped regions in particular.

Let us not waste time talking about notional percentages which may later
be revised upwards or downwards. Let us talk instead about practical
policies, practical programmes and practical initiatives.

That should be the basis for our discussions at the June European

Council. At that meeting — as provided for in the Treaty - strategic
decisions can be taken and a new political course set. Parliament has
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already set out its ideas in the SURE resolution. What precise form the key
policies will then take over the next few years can be determined by the
European Parliament and the Council working together under the
codecision procedure.

Let us first agree on what is sensible and necessary, what measures
Europe needs to create growth and jobs. And then let us talk about how
those measures can be financed. Expenditure and revenue are inextri-
cably linked, and negotiations must therefore deal with both these aspects
of the budget: nothing is agreed until everything is agreed.

The EU budget is an investment budget. EU funds channelled into
financing instruments have a very clear multiplier effect: every euro of
public money generates up to four euros of private investment.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Let us be clear about one thing: in the current situation, half-hearted
statements of intent are simply not enough.

Hopes which you raise today will have to be met, and promises you make
today will have to be fulfilled, at the June European Council.

There is nothing else for it: we simply have to come up with practical
measures to create growth and jobs.

I look forward to discussing these ideas with you.
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