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In the past ten years, the EU has improved cross-border energy infrastructure thanks to the Trans-
European Networks for Energy (TEN-E). 95 energy infrastructure projects — known as Projects of
Common Interest - have received €4.7 billion of funding under the EU budget through the Connecting
Europe Facility (CEF).

More secure More affordable More sustainable

Better connections to Alternative sources of supply Better connections to alternative
neighbouring countries mean enable distributors to negotiate energy sources allow EU countries
less chance of outages or more favourable prices. to move away from highly
blackouts. polluting forms of energy.

The Commission’s new proposal brings TEN-E rules in line with the European Green Deal objective
of becoming climate-neutral by 2050 and achieving a higher 2030 climate target. The new rules will
ensure that all future energy infrastructure projects align with our climate-neutral ambition.

“The overarching objective is to design a future-proof framework that will allow
us to fund the infrastructure we need for the European Green Deal.

The focus will clearly shift to deploying clean energy across the whole economy
in the most efficient way.”

Kadri Simson, Commissioner for Energy, 10 February 2020, European Parliament




Introduce mandatory
sustainability
assessment and
increase scrutiny from
the Commission

Accelerate the
take-up of innovative
solutions such as
smart grids

The revised TEN-E will:

Facilitate rapid
electrification
(double the share of
renewable electricity
production)

Speed up planning
and improve rules for
obtaining permits,
including for offshore
grids (e.g. a single
national authority)
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Support decarbonising
the gas sector
(e.g. through the
development
of hydrogen
infrastructure)
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Enable a more
integrated
energy system
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Update
infrastructure
categories ending
support for oil
and natural gas
infrastructure
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Create growth
and jobs,
supporting the
economic recovery

Scale up offshore

renewables grids

across European
seas

Increase
transparency and
public participation
via consultation

Examples of Projects of Common Interest

electricity
project allowing Baltic States to connect to the

main European electricity network.

electricity link
between France and Ireland contributing to

virtual cross-border control

centre facilitating renewable supply from

Slovenia and Croatia and serving Bulgaria,
Romania, Italy, France and Germany.

more secure and sustainable electricity supply.
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electricity link
strengthening the connection between Spain
and France and supporting renewables.

accelerating the integration

of gas and electricity markets and boosting

renewables.

infrastructure project to transport

CO, from industrial areas in the Netherlands,

Ireland and Germany.
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